Alumni group sponsors celebration highlighting the silver anniversary of black student leadership by unknown
In 1974, more than 700 students protested 
the lack of minority faculty on compus. By 
1978, the number of black faculty was 21 
or 1.4 percent of the total number. Today 
2.6 percent or 38 members of the faculty 
ore block. 
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In 1989 students gathered ot Speakers 
Cirde near Ellis Librory to challenge the 
University to recognize Martin Luther 
King' s birthday. Since 1991, the holiday 
hos been celebrated campuswide. 
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Alumni group sponsors 
celebration 
highlighting the Silver anniversary 
of black student leadership 
E r25yeurs, 
the Legion o r 
Black Collegians 
has hel ped create 
a multicultural 
atmosphere at 
MU. To com-
memorate LBC's 
achievements, the 
Black Alumn i 
Organization is 
sponsoring a yearlong celebration of the 
black experience at MU. 
On Oct. 16, former members or the 
LBC Gospel Choir will join with current 
members and students from Lincoln 
Un iversity to perform before the Home-
coming game. Thal even ing, the LBC 
Reunion Choir will hold a benefit 
performance in Jesse Hall for the Blllck 
Alumni Scholarship Fund. Organizing the 
choir is Ladell Flowers, BS Ed '74, M Ed 
'76, or Kansas Ci ty, the choir's first 
leader. 
To honor the students who unsuccess-
fully applied to MU from 1935 unt il the 
first black studem was admitted in 1950, 
the BAO is sponsoring a convocation the 
morning of Oct. 17 in Jesse Auditorium, 
followed by a bmnch in the Donald W. 
Reynolds Alumni and Visitor Center. 
"The celebration of LBC's 25th 
ann iversary marks a turning point in the 
history of the African-American experi-
ence at MU," says Chancellor Charles 
Kiester. " l am committed to a campus 
environ ment that is fully conducive to 
success for a ll our students and provides 
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a supporti ve environmc11l where all voices 
will be heard. I apprec iate BAO' s leader-
ship in organi zing whal will be one of the 
most signific:ml occasions in the hi story of 
the University and call on all members of 
the MU famil y w join in as we pledge to 
learn the lessons of the pasl as we chart 
progress for the future." 
Throughout the year, a lecture series wilt 
feature prominent African-Americ:m 
scholars in a variety of disc iplines. Spon-
sored by many of the school s and colleges 
and the provost' s offi ce, 1he series is being 
coordinated by Dr. Sundiata Chn-Jua, 
di rector of black stud ies. A schedule of the 
speakers for the entire series will be 
avai lable thi s fall. 
People throughout campus have joined 
in to research the contributions of black 
students al MU. For more than a year, 
dedicated volunteers have collected 
photographs and recorded interviews wi1h 
alumni ,stude11ls, faculty,staffa11dmcm-
bers of the Columbia community. The 
resultsof1hi s research will culm inate in 
several projects in l 994. A rndio series on 
the Afr ican-American experience m MU 
will feature the oral hi story interviews. The 
tapes will be available for radio broadcast 
and forpu rehase. 
Tofurtheraidresearchers, the Wes!ern 
Historical Manuscrip1 Coll ection of the 
Stale Hi storical Society of Missout"i has 
joi ned fo rces with the BAO. The groups' 
goal is to collect documents, letters. 
photographs nnd other materials from every 
black student who attended MU. The 
matcrinl will become a pernrnncnt collec-
tion that can be used by scholars, research-
ers and the general public. 
The BAO plans to publ ish '!11e Africa11-
A111erica11 Experience m MU, a hi story book 
showcasing photos collected from students 
and local organizntions. The commemora-
tive projects have special meaning for the 
members of the alumni organization that is 
sponsoring them. ' 'There comes a time 10 
pause and renect on the struggles and 
accomplishments of the past and to make 
sure these people arc recognized," says 
Mark Miller, BS '78, MS ' 82, BAO 
president. "That 's why we decided IO 
celebrate the 25 th anniversary of the Legion 
of Black Collegians wi!h a variety of events 
that will recogn ize the history of 1he black 
experi ence at MU." 
For ndditional information, write to the 
Black Alumni Organization, 123 Reynolds 
Alumni and Visitor Center, Columbia, Mo. 
6521 l , or call (3 14) 882-6611. 
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The Nelsons gathers for the graduation of 
Julie Nelson Middleton, BS Ed '71. From 
le~ ore brother Stephen, mother Bertha 
and brother Moshon. Julie is working on o 
doctorate in educational administration at 
MU and is married to low Professor Mike 
Middleton, AB '68, JD '71. 
The Block Culture Center is where many 
students go to socialize. Here, Kimberly 
Simmons, a junior in marketing, and 
Dorryl Swint, a senior in journalism, toke o 
break from studying in February 1993. 
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Black history at MU 
1936 Curators deny Lloyd Lionel Goines 
application for admission to MU' s 
School of low. 
1950 Gus T. Ridgel is the first block student 
to enroll ot Mizzou where he earns 
his master's degree in economics with 
honors in 1951 . 
1956 Basketball player Al Abrom Jr., B&PA 
'60, breaks the color barrier in 
Mi:u:ouothletics. 
1968 LRC is founded to create a better 
climate for block students on campus . 
1969 Dr. Arvorh Strickland is MU' s first 
block professor. 
1971 MU establishes the Block Culture 
Cenler ot511 Turner Ave. 
1972 IBC charges that MU hos been 
discriminatory in its recruitment of 
block students. The University 
responds with efforts to improve 
minority recruitment, increasing the 
number of black students from 375 in 
1971 to655in1974. 
1977 Dr. Coralyn Dorsey is hired as the 
first coordinator of the block studies 
program. 
1979 The Block Alumni Organization is 
formed to help meet the needs of 
MU' s minorily students and block 
alumni. 
1982 Clyde Ruffin, now chairman of the 
theater deportment, establishes MU' s 
Black Theater Workshop. 
1988 LBC organizes its own festivities to 
protest the theme of Homecoming, 
"Show Me 01' Mizzou, .. which 
reminded the group of o post that 
was not supportive of black students. 
As o result, black students begin lo 
apply for membership on the MU 
Alumni Association's Homecoming 
steering committee and have served 
each year since. 
1989 The Block Alumni Organization 
awards its first scholarship and holds 
minority recruitment dinners in St 
Louis and Kansas City. 
1991 MU officially recognizes Mortin Luther 
King Doy for the first time. 
1992 By o compuswide electioo, students 
vote to augment LBC funding by on 
increase in student activity fees, which 
should raise more than $17,000, up 
from $2,378 in 1992·93. 
1993 The Low School dedicates the 
walkway at Hulston Holl to Goines' 
memory and establishes two $9,000 
scholarships in his name. 
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